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before the death of Anne, acknowledged as their chief by every one of the Tories, not excepting Bolingbroke. On the other side, no statesman was in the same position, for the Whigs were led by a group of noblemen, not one of whom would have admitted the supremacy of the other; and it was not until Walpole had attained to a position of undoubted authority over the Whigs, that any leader held a distinct personal ascendancy over Harley's former opponents. Harley, too, was the first, but not the last, of those chiefs of the Tory-party who, while acknowledged as their leader, has had singularly little sympathy with the bulk of his followers.
Sprung from the landed gentry and a landowner himself, and well acquainted with the wants and the wishes of the rural population, he was yet in sympathy with the commercial aspirations of the country, occupying for a time the chief place in the most important commercial corporation of the age. Indeed, throughout the whole of Harley's career, wre are constantly reminded of the expansion of Great Britain : we see it in the South Sea scheme, and in the capturing of the Assiento Contract, which, while It made England the chief slave-trading nation of the age, was a signal mark of her approaching commercial supremacy. It is visible, too, in her territorial enlargement, in the possession of Hudson Bay and Acadie, which were